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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: The date is December 
13, 2001. The time is 1700 hours. 

This is Battalion Chief Ronald H. Kemly of 
the Fire Department of the City of New York. I'm 
conducting an interview with the following 
individual: Firefighter Robert Humphrey of Engine 
Company 4, firefighter ist grade, of the City of 
New York Fire Department. 

The interview is taking place at the quarters 
of Engine Company 4 regarding the events of 
September 11, 2001. 

Q. Firefighter Humphrey, would you please tell 
me in your own words what happened on September 11, 
2001. 

A. Well, we didn't get the run normally, because 
our computer was out, and the department phone was not 
working. So the first time we heard was when a Spanish 
gentleman was running down the block saying there was a 
big explosion at the World Trade Center, and then 
shortly after that over the voice alarm we heard, 
"Explosion in the World Trade Center. Stand by for 
assignments." Then we didn't hear nothing after that. 

We figured we were going, so we took off, but 


before we went, there was a major traffic jam. Usually 
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we would have gone right out of quarters, but we went 
left and I took a little different position, but ended 
up putting me right where I needed to go. 

It was backed up, so the guy said, "Don't go 
that way. Don't go that way." So I went left, and I 
saw there was traffic all the way through the tunnel, 
because usually we go under the battery tunnel and go 
around, so we went down through Fulton Street to Church 
to Vesey, and then when I parked at Vesey right under 5 
and 1 World Trade across the street from 7 World Trade 
and West Broadway. 

West Broadway leads into Vesey, and I was 
right against the building, where there's a subway 
entrance into down in the trade center. There was a 
hydrant right there, and I hooked up there. At that 
time, it was Captain Farrelly, and the rest of the guys 
got out of the rig, and I realized that we had another 
guy on the rig, and I didn't know at the time, because 
everybody jumped into the rig, and we had Richie Allen 
jumped into the rig, because he got relieved earlier. 
So we had an extra space, because we were a four-man 
engine company, so he came along. 

So Richie. We had Charlie Anaya, Richie -- 


Jimmy Riches, Tommy Schoales, and Richie Allen and 
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Captain Farrelly took off toward West Street, and we 
waited at that part of the building. 

After that, I was -- basically I wasn't 
watching. I just know which way they were going. I 
was busy hooking up to the Siamese, which was supposed 
to be supplying one end to the World Trade Center right 
over there, so I hooked up to the Siamese. 

As I was waiting, then all of a sudden the 
second engine company pulled up right next to 7 World 
Trade Center, which is on West Broadway and Vesey, but 
they were right across. They were right next to it, 
directly to the east of 7 World Trade Center and across 
from the post office. 

Then I helped him hook up, and then after 
that I think it was 21 engine, 21 or 22. I think it's 
21, though. He hooked up a little further down on 
Vesey Street. Maybe it was 50 yards from the corner of 
West Broadway, and then we dragged hose all the way 
over to the Siamese. So we had one Siamese full, with 
two -- three halves hooked up, and another Siamese with 
one line hooked up. So we had three pumpers pushing 
water into the building. 

At that point between actually -- probably 


before the third engine company came is when the second 
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plane hit, and I was in the middle of the street at the 
time, and it came -- the plane came from the south, so 
I saw very little of the plane. I only saw a flash 
going on the side of the building where the opening is, 
and then the explosion. That's when I took cover 
inside the rig, because everything was -- all the metal 
and stuff was coming down on the rig and in the 
streets, you know, stuff from the plane, and metal and 
whatever, and glass, and et cetera. 

So I jumped into the rig until everything 
was -- it was safe to come out, you know, out of the 
building. Then I came out. At that point a couple of 
things happened, I guess before that. 

It was -- somebody wanted to borrow my gear, 
so I told him, "No, because I'm going to probably need 
it." Usually as the chauffeur I'm wearing just the 
regular pants and stuff, because you're running around, 
and then right after that, I put all my gear on right 
away, because I knew this is not -- this is not your 
normal, everyday thing which is going on right now. 

So I had all my bunker gear on. TI put 
everything on, my helmet. The only thing I didn't have 
is a mask, because we didn't have an extra mask in the 


rig, and the extra guy that was in our rig took the 
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mask, so I had no mask, and I had no light, and -- but 
I did have my helmet and my coat and whatever. I just 
wore that for the rest of the tour. 

I was working with 28, so I was talking to 
hima lot. Since we were kind of the closest, and -- 
well -- and then as time went by, saw a lot of people 
jumping off the building all different ways, and I 
couldn't -- from where I was, I can't see them land, 
luckily, because that would have been -- I ended up 
seeing it later when I went after the first collapse 
when I came back, but I seen about 15, 20 people jump 
from my angle, and I know there were a lot more, 
because on the south side they said they saw a lot of 
people jump. 

I was on the north side of the building so 
that's what I saw, and there was no -- there were a lot 
of pedestrians around, cops trying to keep them back, 
but there were a lot of people looking at that point 
and then -- I remember now when it was -- when the 
building came down exactly. 

Oh, I was in the middle of the street. What 
I did was after -- also after the second plane hit, I 
knew that I didn't want to get hit with any stuff, 


because I saw a lot of stuff come down, so I was 
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looking for a place I can duck my head under so I 
wouldn't get something landing on top of me, not that I 
thought the building was going to come down, but maybe 
pieces of the building. 

So I saw there was like a delivery tunnel in 
the post office inside of West Broadway and Vesey. 
There were five cops there. They were hanging out 
there, so well, if anything happens, duck in. Thank 
God I did that, because all of a sudden when I was 
standing in the middle of the street, here comes the 
south tower, starts coming down. 

Took off into the tunnel. We got blasted a 
little bit, but nobody got too much stuff on their head 
from that angle. We just got a blast, and the dust and 
everything else, and the cops had some flashlights, and 
there was one security guard in the building, and he 
basically knew where he was going even though he was 
taking us back out from where the blast was, taking us 
back to the west side. 

So I told him, "Why are you taking us back 
where we were? Take us out towards Church Street, you 
know, towards the east side." So we went back, up and 
around, and we had to go up a flight of stairs, because 


we were in the basement and, we went out that way. 
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There was a guy they pulled in from Church 
Street that was hurt bad, and I was taking care of him, 
and nobody had -- there was no water. There was 
nothing, so I ended up taking him -- bringing him all 
the way to Broadway, got into an ambulance. First I 
got him cleaned up at a post, because I guess they set 
up posts right after the plane hit, and the first -- 
actually the first two planes, after the planes hit. 
They set up a post and a first-aid station. 

I brought him over there, got his face 
cleaned up, and then I brought him to an ambulance, 
because everybody was getting out of there. They said 
it wasn't safe, so I took him to Broadway and got him 
into an ambulance. Then I went back toward the rig. 

When I was on Church Street, I saw a lot of 
bodies laying all over the place. I was trying to help 
a couple of engine companies that were already 
operating, because I was by myself, obviously, at that 
point. Mostly dead. Some were alive. There was body 
parts a lot of places right in front of the building. 
I went down pretty far down towards Church, and then I 
was coming back, and then I saw my rig. Then I saw 
water shooting across the street in the opposite 


direction from the building, and I was -- and that's 
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what brought me back also, from helping other people 
too. 

I was saying, "Who the hell turned -- pulled 

the gate?" I was saying, "Who the heck pulled it?" 
So I went down, and I wanted to see what was going on, 
if there was a malfunction or something, but somebody 
pulled the gate full blast and was shooting across the 
street. 

So I shut that gate, turned the pressure back 
up so there was water in the building. I didn't know 
if anybody was actually using the water, but I just did 
what I was supposed to do at that point. 

Then I saw a couple of guys from one truck, 
Rogers was one, and he had somebody else with him, and 
then he wanted to know where everybody went. I told 
him they went around West Street, and they took off by 
the rig, and they went up that way. 

I went back across the street to 28 engine to 
find out how the chauffeur was doing. 

Let me back up just a touch. I saw 21 
engine, and it was really malfunctioning. It was 
going -- it was like really doing weird things, the 
engine. I don't know if it was pumping properly or 


not. It didn't sound like it, let's put it that way. 
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It was having failure, heart failure, and 
then I saw 28 show up, and then I went over to him, and 
the rig wasn't on, and he says to me, "My rig broke 
down." Probably with all the dust and everything might 
have clogged it up, whatever, because everybody was 
pumping before that happened. 

So my rig was the only one pumping at that 
point. Then I asked him, "How did you get out?" He 
said, "I went back to the rig." I said, "That's -- I 
don't know about this one. This one's a lot closer to 
us than the other one." I says, "I don't know if I'd 
do that," but I says, "All right." We had some 
conversation, kind of looking up at the building, and 
it was no more than 30 seconds later that the other one 
came down, and I just yelled, "Come this way," and then 
he went the other way, and then I just took off into 
the tunnel, but this time there was a ton of stuff 
coming down, major stuff, and I was in the middle of 
the street, and I just like made -- I just made it 
through, because I felt the blast come right through, 
and even the cars in there were getting pushed out. 

I jumped over this railing, and on the 
platform, and I just like laid there for a second while 


all the shit was coming by me, and everything just 
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stopped. All the stuff was covering the entrance where 
I was in. Later on, of course, we found that he was 
alright, but he did get blown back pretty good. 

So I was stuck in there, and I had nobody in 
there. It was me. I had no light, nothing. It was 
pitch black. So I was trying to find my way out, and I 
was debating myself, you know, should I have gone 
back. I did, but it was kind of one of those things, 
you know, flip a coin, and -- well, I went a little 
forward. 

I thought I knew -- I thought I knew where I 
was. You don't know until it's pitch black, because 
when I went forward, what I thought I knew, I ended up 
finding an elevator, and I felt in there. I felt the 
metal and the felt the cloth. This is not where I want 
to go, so I ended up having to back pedal, trying to go 
back where I came, just a little bit, and all I could 
feel was the heat and smoke coming in, so I just had to 
try to find a wall. 

I found a wall, and I just stayed along the 
wall the whole time. It took me 20 minutes to a half 
an hour. I ended up getting my way out of the 
building, which is lucky. I don't know how I didn't 


hit any hitch somewhere or some dead end. I was on 
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Barclay and Church, I guess, Barclay and Church. I 
came out somewhere over there. I had a feeling I was 
coming towards something, because I started feeling a 
little breeze, and I felt the breeze coming in, because 
when I got deep into the building, in the basement, 
there was no more debris. It was just straight dust. 
There was no more garbage or no metal. I was just 
riding around. 

So when I finally got around, I felt this 
little breeze, and I just kept going toward it, and 
then my eyes were half closed, because I really took a 
good blast on that, and I was just looking, and I saw 
it said "Barclay Street," and I said, "Shit, I'm out of 
here," and I just took off. I thought I was going in 
the right direction. I went towards Church and went a 
couple of blocks up, and then I saw -- the first real 
person I saw was somebody with a camera about a block 
and a half up. He was taking pictures of me coming out 
of there. Then the next fireman I saw, who gave me a 
lift back to the post, was Danny Lynch. He was riding 
around in a suburban, his own suburban. He's an old 
Manhattan trustee, and he drove me back to West Street 
so I could get accounted for. 


Backtracking, Smigeons -- and I'll tell you, 
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when I was back inside the cellar, I was -- when I was 
running in, I looked behind me, and I saw somebody else 
run in. I know it wasn't the chauffeur from 28. It 
was somebody else. I actually stopped, and I called 
out. I yelled about three times, and nobody answered, 
so I don't know what happened to that person. 

Then I used my radio, and I was calling -- I 
said, "Engine 4 chauffeur to 28 chauffeur." I had 
nothing on it. There was nobody calling anything, no 
Mayday or nothing. I called him. I got no answer. So 
that's when I started to move because I figured that 
was it. I'm on my own at that point. You know, I 
called several times. I said -- and I didn't know 
whether to call Mayday myself, because I really didn't 
know where the hell I was, but I figured I'd give it a 
shot. Maybe it was a mistake, I don't know, but until 
I felt like I was --- they said, if you feel like 
you're ready to go, then it's too late, but I can 
compose myself at that point. 

Once I knew I was getting nervous, then I was 
going to call Mayday. Tell you the truth, I don't 
think anybody would have heard me, because nobody 
responded. I didn't hear anything on my radio, 


nothing. So, I mean, I don't know how good the 


14 
Humphrey 


communications is in the basement over there, but I 
couldn't get out where I came from, because it was high 
enough where -- and I couldn't even see. All I know is 
this stuff blowing out, and I couldn't take the chance 
going the same way I came from, because I knew it was 
no good. During all the radio contact, the only thing 
I could say is when I talked to other people, they said 
that Engine 4 was with Engine 28 and Engine 7, and they 
were on the 30th Floor, and then they were making their 
way down all together. 

They got down to the lobby, and I think the 
guy -- lieutenant from 28 said, "We're going to make a 
break for it." At that point, that's when 
everything -- you know, everything was coming down, I 
guess. They all went, I don't know which way, and 4 
didn't get out, and 7 and 28 did. 

I wasn't with them, so I don't know what 
direction anybody went, but as far as I know, they all 
got down to the lobby at that point. Then 7 and 28 got 
out and 4 didn't, so... 

Q. Do you have anything else to add? 

A Let's hope it doesn't happen again. 
Q. I have a couple of questions. 
A 


Sure. 
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Q. You said the second engine. Was that 21 
engine? 

A. No, no. Second engine got there, 28. 

Q. 28, and then 21 came in? 

A. Yes, I think it was 21. 

Q. Those engines that you helped when you were 
coming back after you took the guy to Broadway, do you 
know -- 

A. You know what? It was -- I was doing EMS 
work. I was -- one guy was dead -- I didn't know he 
was dead. I was going on the ground when they ended up 
putting his jacket over his head. He was dead. 

Q. Right. 

A. And another one we were working on, he was 


doing CPR on him. 


Q. So these are the companies? They weren't the 
pumpers? 

A. No, this is companies. 

Q. You don't remember any of there -- 

A. Because I came back from Broadway, because 


when I finally got out of building, and I was helping 
this guy, got all the way to Broadway. Then I didn't 
want to leave him hanging, so I got him over to 


Broadway, got him to an ambulance, and then I took off 
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back. 

That's why it really wasn't a lot of time, so 
when I finally got back and talked to 28 engine, that's 
when the tower came down, so I didn't really have 
enough time to, you know. One sigh, and then the 
freaking building came down. 

Q. Right. No, I meant, you said on the way -- 

A. Right. On the way back, I really don't know 
what companies I was working, but it wasn't anybody 
from 21, and it wasn't anybody from 28. It was a 
company that came in probably to help. Could have been 
both companies, could have been it -- I really don't -- 
I really don't even know. 

Q. Okay. 

A. All I know is I was just helping out, 
whatever I could do, and then I saw the rig, and then I 
went over to the rig. 

BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Great. Thanks for 

your time. Thanks for the interview. 


This concludes the interview. 


